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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Arguments 

1 . Applicant's arguments, see the amendment, filed 8.29.08, with respect to the rejection(s) 
of claim(s) 8-1 1 under 35 U.S.C. 103 have been fully considered and are persuasive. Therefore, 
the rejection has been withdrawn. However, upon further consideration, a new ground(s) of 
rejection is made in view of Koyama et al., US 7,079,185. 

2. Applicant's arguments filed 10/17/08 have been fiiUy considered but they are not 
persuasive. The applicant submits the prior art does not disclose the following limitations of the 
claimed invention: 

wherein said chassis comprises first bent portions positioned at opposing ends of 
said chassis, fixed to the front and rear covers of the exterior member by a plurality of 
fixing members formed on the first bent portions in order to fix said chassis to said 
exterior member, and a second bent portion formed between the first bent portions, as 
stated in claim 8. The Examiner respectfully disagrees. 
Examiner's Reply: 

Re Claim 8) The Fuchimukai reference discloses wherein said chassis comprises first bent 
portions positioned at opposing ends of said chassis (see figure 2, elements 4, 5, and 6 on the top 
end of the chassis and elements 19, 18, and 32a on the bottom end), a plurality of fixing 
members (see figure 1, element 10 a and b and 15 a and b and figure 2, elements 32 and 32a) and 
formed on the first bent portions in order to fix said chassis to said exterior member (see column 
4, lines 4-32 and column 5, lines 52-56: it is implied the card guides are secured to the body of 
the camera, in order for the cards and chassis no the move aroirnd in the camera and the tripod 
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hole secures the chassis to the bottom of the body), and a second bent portion formed between 
the first bent portions (see figure 2, element 13). The Fuchimukai reference does not specifically 
disclose that it's first bent portions of the chassis are fixed to the fi-ont and rear covers of the 
exterior member. The Fukuda reference is used to teach fixing portions of the chassis to the 
front and rear covers of the exterior member by screws or fixing members (see figure 1 and 3 and 
para 17-21). Therefore it would have be obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to modify the 
bent portions of the Fuchimukai reference in view of the Fukuda reference to have the bent 
portions fixed to the fi-ont and rear covers, in order to properly secure the camera components, 
give the camera high strength, and high resistance to noise. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S. C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 1 02 ol' this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such thai the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinaiy skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 8-11 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Fucliimulcai, US 7,116,363, in view of Fuliuda, 2002/0031347 and Koyama et al., US 
7,079,185. 

In regard to claim 8, Fuchimukai, US 7,1 16,363, discloses the image pickup 
apparatus comprising: 

a lens barrel (see figure 1, element 35); 
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an exterior member (see figure 2, element 2) comprising front and rear 
covers, each extending from a first side to a second side of the apparatus (see 
figure 2, element 2: the camera body serves a the front cover is on the lens side 
and the rear cover on the side opposite the lens side) 

a chassis (see figure 2, element 4), extending from the first side (lens side) 
to the second side of the apparatus (rear side); 

wherein said chassis comprises first bent portions positioned at opposing 
ends of said chassis (see figure 2, elements 4, 5, and 6 on the top end of the 
chassis and elements 19, 18, and 32a on the bottom end), 

a plurality of fixing members (see figure 1, element 10 a and b and 15 a 
and b and figure 2, elements 32 and 32a) and formed on the first bent portions in 
order to fix said chassis to said exterior member (see column 4, lines 4-32 and 
column 5, lines 52-56: it is implied the card guides are secured to the body of the 
camera, in order for the cards and chassis no the move around in the camera and 
the tripod hole secures the chassis to the bottom of the body), and 

a second bent portion formed between the first bent portions (see figure 2, 
element 13); and 

it is implied the digital camera 1 of the Fuchimukai reference comprises an 
image pickup device for converting an object image into an electrical signal, in 
order to capture image and convert them to digital images and save them on the 
memory card. 
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The Fuchimukai reference does not disclose wherein the first bent portions of the 
chassis are fixed to the fi-ont and rear covers of the exterior member. It is well known to 
one of ordinary skill in the art to have portions of the chassis are fixed to the front and 
rear covers of the exterior member. 

Fukuda, US 2002/0031347, discloses an image pickup unit with a front and rear 
main body members (1 & 2) with coupling chassis (3 & 4), wherein portions of the 
chassis are fixed to the front and rear covers of the exterior member by screws (14-19) or 
fixing members (see figure 1 and 3 and para 17-21). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
invention to have been motivated to modify Fuchimukai, US 7,1 16,363, in view of 
Fukuda, 2002/0031347, to have the first bent portions of the chassis are fixed to the front 
and rear covers of the exterior member, in order to properly secure the camera 
components, give the camera high strength, and high resistance to noise. 

Neither reference specifically discloses an image display unit and the chassis 
being disposed at least between the lens barrel and the image display unit. However, it is 
well known to one of ordinary skill in the art to have a lens barrel on the front of a 
camera, a display on the back and a chassis between inside the camera body. 

Koyama et al., US 7,079,185, teaches for a camera to have a lens unit 67 on the 
front cover of the camera, a display unit 63 on the back cover, and a chassis 55 between 
the cover fixing them together (see figure 10 and column 25, lines 4-11). The display 63 
displays the photographed image along with setting and photographing information (see 
column 22, lines 54-58). 
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It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
invention to have been motivated to modify the combination of Fuchimukai and Fukuda, 
in view of the Koyama reference to have an image display unit and the chassis being 
disposed at least between the lens barrel and the image display unit, in order for the user 
to easily and quickly view the image captured and other information by looking at the 
display on the back of the camera. 

In regard to claim 9, Fuchimukai, US 7,1 16,363, in view of Fukuda, 
2002/0031347 and Koyama et al., US 7,079,1857, discloses the image pickup apparatus 
according to Claim 8. The Fuchimukai reference further comprising a recording-medium 
accommodating unit (see figure 2, element 11), wherein said recording-medium 
accommodating unit is located in a space formed between one of the first bent portions 
and the second bent portion (see figure 2, element A and column 3, lines 54-60). 

In regard to claim 10, Fuchimukai, US 7,1 16,363, in view of Fukuda, 
2002/0031347 and Koyama et al., US 7,079,1857, discloses the image pickup apparatus 
according to Claim 9. The Fuchimukai reference discloses wherein said recording- 
medium accontmiodating unit is covered by a covered portion (see figure 1, element 36) 
which is located between one of the first bent portions and the second bent portion of said 
chassis and is facing said exterior member (see column 6, lines 8-11). 

In regard to claim 11, Fuchimvikai, US 7,1 16,363, in view of Fukuda, 
2002/0031347 and Koyama et al., US 7,079,1857, discloses the image pickup apparatus 
according to Claim 9. The Fuchimukai reference discloses further comprising a battery 
accommodating unit (see figure 2, element 14 and column 4, lines 6-9), wherein said 
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recording-medium accommodating unit is fixed to said battery accommodating unit (see 
figure 2). 

Conclusion 

5 . Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in this 
Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP § 706.07(a). 
Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS fi-om the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the date of this 
final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications fi-om the 

examiner should be directed to GEVELL SELBY whose telephone number is (571)272-7369. 
The examiner can normally be reached on 8:00 A.M. - 5:30 PM (every other Friday off). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Lin Ye can be reached on 571-272-7372. The fax phone number for the organization 
where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from tlie Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

gvs 

/Lin Ye/ 
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